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Childhood Readiness and Success Team Notes

CCU Annual Forum Breakout Notes – June 16, 2011
Team Goal:  In Carroll County, all children are ready for Kindergarten and 
achieve at or above grade level success by the end of third grade.

Co-chairs Howard Cunningham and Carol DeLaurier presented the team’s progress to all of the forum attendees followed by a breakout session with those interested in Childhood Readiness and Success.

Highlights from the breakout discussion:

Next steps for team

1. Develop fall conversation among key stakeholders to clarify and define readiness.

· Possible dates – week of September 27th; 6:00-7:30 pm.

· Need Food

· Who – Home care providers, PTA, WIC, Kindergarten, Oasis, etc.

· Possible alternative – have a workshop “come to them”

2. 0-5’s have developmental screening (Watch Me Grow)

Watch Me Grow
· There was a discussion about exploring the possibility of doing developmental screenings at the WIC clinics. They have no time to do it but perhaps volunteers could. Carol Garlough, WIC Director was willing to come to a meeting in the future to look at this as the clinic will be at the CAP building. Donna will be doing clinics from Dover to Bartlett.

· Linda Murray, a Board Member suggested we call Susan Whiting at 569-1027 at the preschool re: what screenings they do.

Outreach & general conversation

· Go to PTA's in October and get parent input on Kindergarten Readiness.

· Go to school open houses

· Oasis at Brett School has a notebook for parents.

· John Malm from United Way suggested it is important to focus on one thing and accomplish that.(specificity of purpose). 

Question – problem of transportation for Kindergarten students creates barriers for attendance.  NH law requires Kindergarten to be offered.  However, because attendance isn’t required, neither is transportation.  Most schools offer transportation in the early morning or late afternoon at the same time other students are bused but frequently don’t offer mid-day transportation for half-day students.

(Note: As more schools offer full-day Kindergarten programs, this has become less of an issue.)

