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Tuftonboro demonstrates its wood pellet

BY ELISSA RQUETTE

S%WO‘(BORO — Can
heating with wood blomass
belp save taxpayers money
sapport Jocal obs and the en-
vironment? Carroll County
United posed that guestion
to answer that question for
themselves by taking a tour
on Now. 4 of the Tuftonboro
Town House pellet system
and the Winnisquam High
Schoal wood chip heating
plant in Tikon
Tuftoaboro Town Code OF
ficer Jack Parsons greeted
participants arriving in a van
and cars from their initial
meeting place at the Yankee
Smoke House in West Ossipes
to learn about Tuftonboro's
experience with its 109500

In the parking lot of the
uninsulated Town House,
built in 1819, Parsans pointed
up to top of its cement black
chimnney tocall the crowd's ot -
tenticn to how clean burning
the pellets ure.

Not anly is these hardly any
senoke residue, said Parsons,
but the system, purchased
from 2 company that asem-
bles its German.made parts
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in Bethel, Maine, has reduced
the town's heating costs. The
o3 foed oil used to heat theald,
but venerable Town House
cost about $5,000 m the 20808
season: the wood pellets,
sopurced from local and re-
gional suppliers, heated the
building for arvend $2.500 in
the 31011 season.

The pellets, dedivered by the
fon cnce 2 month, are an ofi-
clent, processed product (soft
wood is preferred) that gener-
atrs more heat a5 it is barned
in the auto pellet system than
wood generates In a wood
burning stove.

Tuflonboro's  computer-

controlled systemn seifcleans
the heat tubes, and service is
only needed once a year, at
which time it isvacuumed out
and the components are
checked just as an oil o

propane system woald be
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United's Wood Biomass System
wood peliet system installed I 2010 to heat the old
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ehoebors s

Tour to

The biodegradable ashes anly
need to be emptied once 2
manth.

Parsons invited visitors to
see the system first hand and
led them down the steps in

mgutccdmgoftbel'mler
rooen and the two-ton

capaci
ty hoppes. which feeds the pel-

Visitors incloded Carroll
County Commissioner
Darcthy Solomon, Tufton
boro  Selectman  Carclyn
Sundquist. Omsipes Code O
cer and Waolfeboro Selectman
Dave Senecal representing
Henderson, 1S, Sen. Jeanne
Shaheen's Special Assistant
for Policy and Projects wason
hand, as well as athers curi-
ous to see both a wood pellet

and wood chip (Winnisquam

heating system on Biomass Tour
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CARROLL COUNTY COMMISSIONER DOROTHY SOLOMON takes notes as

Tufionbaoro Code Officer Jack Parsons

computes<controlied wood system
Mmm“mm?\mlbﬁnbﬁgmmu-

aphins the workings of e town's
mstalled to heat the old Town

11). The county’s system is expected fo start operation @ late Nowersber.

High School in Tilton) system
in operation.

Whit Lucy mamtenance su-
pervisar for Fryeburg Acade.
oy said that the school is ex-
panding same of its facilities
and removating other older
buildings, ranging in age
froen S0 - 100 years oid, so be

The group continued on to
Titon to see the wood chip
systeen  heating the Win
rasquam High Schod, where
the net cost to the districe , af-
ter factoring in the constrac-
tion cost, 3 percent building
aid from the state and a utili-
ty rebate, was estimated to
mmount to spproxamately $L.7
million. Energy savings and

funding by the ARRA is an.
ticipated to generaie a 15 yrar
estimated positive cash Sow
of $1.2 mlbon.

On the county bewel, County
Commissicaer

Salomon said that she expects
the Mountain View Comma-
nity and administrative
Buildings to be heated with o
wood pellet system housed in
the former ing home a=
ecarly as the end of the meath.
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TUFTONBORO — “Cele.

brate Thanksgiving with
your neighbors at Willing
Workers Hall on Route 109
in Melvin Village™ says an
invitation being distribated
around Tuftonboro. Kelly




