Poverty in Paradise?

CARROLL COUNTY UNITED
convenes multi-town forum ...

By Linda Tucker
Contributing Writer

ere’s a lot to love about

e Mt Washington
Valley and New
Hampshire Lakes

Region. Every year, mil-

lions of travelers pour
into the area fueling a billion dollar a year
hospitality industry. According to figures
published on the Carroll County
Collaborative  website  for 2006,
$700,000,000 in tourist money came into
the White Mountain Regions and another
$600,000,000 into the Lakes Region.

For many residents who call this area
home, living here is paradise. Every day
we enjoy what many have journeyed far
and wide to experience — abundant year-
round natural beauty, plentiful recreation-
al and cultural opportunities, a caring
community and a way of life rooted in our
national belief in the pursuit of happiness.

Life is rosy for some, but ...

But for some residents, the picture isn’t
quite as rosy. Not all the facts about
Carroll County are positive.

According to U.S. Census reports for
2007, the county has the state’s lowest
wage-per-job rate, the fewest livable wage
jobs in the state and the second highest
poverty rate. Fifteen percent of the popu-
lation has no health insurance and 15 per-
cent of children under age 18 subsist
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efforts, enthusiasm and creativity.

below the poverty level.

Less than half of all jobs provide wages
that are considered livable for a family
with two working parents and two chil-
dren. Where there is only one parent
working, the financial situation is consid-
erably worse.
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Attendees at the Nov. 17 forum held at Runnells Hall in Chocorua listen intently as speaker Jay Connor inspires the participants’

As many of the local non-profit and
social service providers are painfully
aware, these figures paint a pretty dismal
picture for families who would like to raise
their children in this picturesque rural set-
ting. Statistics show that the age demo-
graphics are shifting as many young peo-
ple are leaving the area and, by 2010, it is
expected that Carroll County will have the
highest percentage of people age 65 and
older in the state.
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. . . ... __encies and
volunteers, many of our school children
remain hungry, our citizenry non-self-suf-
ficient, housing and medicine unafford-
able and an adequate quality of life, chal-
lenging and unsustainable.

What can be done?
Carroll County United would like
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