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Goal: Finalize Kindergarten Readiness “Definition” or Checklist with wording that is user friendly for parents, early childhood educations, schools and community partners.  Then, adopt a format(s) to share with the above groups.
Introduction – in process

Kindergarten Readiness Checklist:

Physical
Early school success skills include being physically able to: 
· mostly dresses independently, including shoes, buttons, zippers, coats and jackets 

· independently use toilet and wash hands
· use pencils, crayons and scissors 
· hop, skip, and jump
· wait 5 minutes

Intellectual/Academic
Early school success skills include a child’s ability to:
· Recognize and write own name using capital and/or lower case letters

· Express ideas with drawings and/or symbols/letters

· Show an interest and awareness of books and stories

· Identify letters of the alphabet

· Understand that letters represent sounds

· Recognize and says simple rhymes
· Recognize words within the environment (ex: stop sign)

· Sing simple songs
· Use numbers and counting to express quantities

· Sort objects by color, size or shape
· Understands time sequences – day/ night and today/tomorrow/yesterday
· Notice, copy and create patterns 
· Understand up /down, over/under, in/out, different/alike, more/less 

Emotional/Social Development 

Early school success involves learning to:

· be away from parents/family 

· follow routines, rules and multistep directions
· express his/her own wants and needs appropriately
· express concern for other people’s feelings 
· respect self, others and learning environment

· understand how their actions effect others
· play cooperatively; take turns with others

· can sit at the table and can feed self 
· participate in large and small group activities

· use words to resolve conflicts


Example Introduction (4):  Working note: Haven’t done this yet – goal is to frame the use of the checklist
-All Carroll County children will be ready to succeed when they enter Kindergarten, based upon the following indicators:
-Each Carroll County child will be ready to succeed when he or she enters Kindergarten demonstrating a variety of the following indicators.

-All Carroll County children will have a solid foundation when they enter Kindergarten based upon the following indicators:

- During children's early years, families and child care providers can ensure children are prepared to succeed in school by helping children develop the skills listed here over time. Most of these skills are best learned through play and family story-time.

Working note: the checklist is the what – this section includes ideas of the how.  In other words, information for parents or early childhood educators about how to support children to progress toward being ready for Kindergarten.
How

Show interest and is curious about story

Understand that print contains a message

· Can hold a book appropriately and turn the pages
· , symbols and letters

· Understands real/make-believe

1-1 Correspondence

Awareness child is different in different settings and with different people

understand the meaning of “no”

Families are ready when they:

· talk and play with their child

· read a variety of books to their child

· help child eat healthy and get plenty of sleep

· Have documents required to enter Kindergarten

· Immunizations are up to date

· Health physical

· Proof of residency

· Proof of custody (if needed)

· Dental check up strongly recommended

Research has shown that reading aloud to children is the single most important thing a parent can do to prepare a child for future academic success.

